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The  Hatfield  Rural  Di&ridt  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  1925. 


Hatfield,  14/4/26. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hatfield  Rural 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 

1925. 


One  hundred  and  forty-six  births  have  been  registered 
in  the  district  during  the  year.  Estimating  the  population 
at  8,726,  the  birth-rate  works  out  at  16.7,  the  same  as  for 
last  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.3.  It  will 
be  seen  by  inspection  of  the  Table  of  vital  statistics  at  the 
end  of  the  Report,  that  the  birth-rate  is  declining.  Ninety- 
two  deaths  have  been  registered,  giving  a rate  of  10.5,  com- 
pared with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  12.2. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  for  1925  is  34,  compared 
with  75  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  the  lowest  rate 
the  district  has  yet  achieved,  except  that  for  1923,  which 
was  nil.  The  rate  would  have  been  halved,  had  it  not  been 
for  a severe  epidemic  of  whooping  cough,  a disease  which  is 
often  regarded  much  too  lightly  by  parents.  I regard  the 
low  rate  of  infantile  mortality  as  an  index  of  the  very  valuable 
work  done  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  the  District 
Nursing  Association.  I would  like  to  see  everyone  in  the 
district  either  a contributor  to  or  member  of  the  local  associa- 
tion. It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures,  that  as  far  as  vital 
statistics  are  concerned  your  district  is  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 

Infectious  Disease. — I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  very  few  cases  of  notifiable  zymotic  diseases  have  occurred 
during  the  year  and  that  in  no  case  has  a fatal  result  been 
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recorded.  The  falling  incidence  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  in  the  district  during  the  last  three  years,  is  due  partly 
no  doubt  to  good  fortune,  but  also  to  an  improved  water 
supply,  better  scavenging  and  the  closing  or  better  treatment 
of  the  London  refuse  dumps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  district. 

Hertford  and  Ware  Isolation  Hospital  still  supplies 
the  District  with  eight  beds  for  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever 
cases.  This  arrangement  has  worked  efficiently.  There  have 
been  several  scares  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  during  the 
last  few  years  and  a good  many  re-vaccinations  have  been 
carried  out.  Chicken  pox  has  been  made  a notifiable  disease 
on  these  occasions.  Hit  chin  Smallpox  Hospital  supplies  the 
district  with  two  beds.  Fortunately  the  district  has  so  far 
escaped  this  plague,  but  in  view  of  the  many  unvaccinated 
children  in  the  schools  and  the  yearly  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  this  disease,  one  cannot  but  regard  the  future  with  some 
alarm.  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  when  required. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  question  of  providing 
the  District  with  its  own  Hospital  arose  during  the  course  of 
the  year.  Personally,  I consider  that  the  district  is  too 
small  to  support  an  efficient  Cottage  Hospital  and  that  it  is 
sufficiently  supplied  by  Hertford  County  Hospital,  the  St. 
Albans  Hospital,  and  Welwyn  and  Potters  Bar  Cottage 
Hospitals.  London  is  only  twenty  miles  away  if  special 
treatment  is  required. 

Ambulances  are  available  at  Hertford,  St.  Albans  and 
for  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  war  taught  us  that  there  is  practically  no  case  that 
cannot  be  transported  with  perfect  safety  in  an  ambulance. 

Tuberculosis. — There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  due  largely  to  an 
influx  of  Tubercula  persons  into  the  district  and  cannot 
therefore  be  ascribed  to  conditions  pertaining  to  the  district. 
The  County  Sanatorium  at  Ware  Park,  opened  in  1922,  is 
available  for  treatment  of  consumptive  patients.  The  real 
cure  for  this  disease,  as  I have  already  pointed  out,  is  better 
housing,  pure  milk  and  the  better  understanding  of  the 
simple  rules  of  ordinary  hygiene  by  us  all. 

The  Tuberculous  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  on  Mondays 
in  Church  Street,  at  11  a.m. 
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Cancer. — The  Press  has  lately  been  paying  much  atten- 
tion to  this  disease  and  I have  been  often  asked  if  it  is  on 
the  increase  in  this  district.  If  the  answer  is  to  be  given  by 
reference  to  statistics  alone  then  this  disease  must  be  said 
to  be  slightly  on  the  increase,  but  statistics  are  notoriously 
fallacious,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  this  slight  increase 
is  due  to  more  accurate  diagnosis.  At  any  rate  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  note  that  your  district  has  one  of  the  lowest  rates 
of  cancer  mortality  in  the  County. 

Water  Supply. — Hatfield  is  supplied  mainly  from  the 
Hatfield  Estate  Waterworks.  The  sinking  of  a new  well 
should  make  the  supply  sufficient.  The  water  is  excellent. 

North  Mvmms  secures  its  supply  partly  from  Barnet 
Waterworks  and  partly  from  deep  wells. 

Welham  Green  was  connected  up  with  Barnet  Water- 
works in  1923. 

Essendon  is  at  present  supplied  from  deep  wells  in 
the  Lea  Valley,  the  water  being  pumped  to  a tower  in  the 
village. 

Northaw  and  Cuffley  are  supplied  from  Barnet  Water- 
works. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Two  watersheds,  the  Lea  and 
the  Colne,  exist  and  no  case  of  pollution  has  been  brought  to 
my  notice. 

Sewage. — All  sewage  farms  are  working  satisfactorily. 
In  1922,  Welham  Green  was  supplied  with  a proper  sewage 
farm.  This  wall  have  to  undergo  extensive  alteration  on 
the  development  of  the  Brookman  Park  Estate. 

In  1923,  Essendon  was  supplied  with  a new  septic 
tank  which  works  satisfactorily. 

Milk  Supply. — The  supply  of  the  district  is  on  the 
whole  good.  Grade  A milk,  however,  is  not  yet  available, 
presumably  because  there  is  as  yet  no  demand  for  it  from  the 

public. 

Scavenging. — I regard  proper  and  sufficient  scavenging 
of  the  greatest  importance  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  I 
have  not  received  this  year  any  complaints  from  residents  in 
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the  district.  The  work  is  being  carried  out  with  fair  efficiency, 
but  there  is  always  need  for  constant  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  your  Inspector. 


Closet  Accommodation . Earth 

Houses.  Closets.  Closets. 

1921  2,014  873  1,132 

1925  2,354  1,213  1,132 


Infant  and  Child  Welfare. — The  following  clinics  are 
available  for  infants  and  school  children  at  Northcotts, 
Hatfield 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  every  Friday  at  2 p.m. 

Dental,  by  arrangement. 

Ophthalmological,  by  arrangement. 

Minor  Ailments,  alternate  Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 

Orthopaedic,  once  a month  at  Bricket  House,  St. 
Albans. 

Massage  and  Electrical,  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday,  at  10  a.m. 

Hatfield  possesses  a district  nurse  and  midwife  ; there 
is  also  a nurse  in  N.  Mymms  and  Essendon.  Little  Heath, 
Northaw  and  Cuffley  are  supplied  from  Barnet.  These  nurses 
whose  work  is  invaluable  are  supported  by  the  local  nursing 
associations  of  the  Hertfordshire  Nursing  Association  and  by 
grants  from  the  County  Council. 

Homeless  and  Illegitimate  Children  are  now  boarded 
out  since  the  closing  of  the  institution  at  Welwyn,  in  1925. 
This  is  found  to  be  a more  satisfactory  arrangement,  both 
economically  and  from  the  human  standpoint. 


Housing. — Steady  progress  towards  solving  the  Housing 
problem  has  been  made  since  1921.  The  subjoined  table 
shows  this  well. 


New  Houses 

With  State  Assistance. 

erected  during 

Total. 

(i.)  By  Local 

(ii.)  By  others. 

year 

Authority. 

1921 

40 

Nil 

28 

1922 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1923 

70 

24 

17 

1924 

105 

48 

12 

1925 

109 

68 

12 
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The  population  of  the  district  being  mainly  agricultural 
and  the  wages  therefore  low,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  build 
new  cottages  at  an  economic  rent  for  agricultural  labourers. 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  great  problem  in  our  district, 
and  at  present,  with  the  high  cost  of  building,  no  solution 
appears  in  sight.  The  more  highly  paid  railway  men,  clerks 
and  engineers  can  afford  to  live  in  the  Council  houses,  but 
not  the  agricultural  labourer.  This,  of  course,  is  responsible 
to  a great  extent  for  overcrowding  in  the  district,  unfortunately 
only  too  prevalent.  When  overcrowding  of  a particularly 
bad  kind  occurs  every  effort  is  made  to  abate  it,  but  it  is 
often  impossible  to  effect  anything  useful  nor  is  it  always 
humane. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  appended.  He  has 
performed  his  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALARIC  C.  BALLANCE,  m.a.,  m.b.,  b.c.h.  (oxon). 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


A. — 1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  34 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  13 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  — 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara- 
tions of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  — 


B. — 1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  5 


2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  5 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  — 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected 
Number  of  notices  served: — 
Formal 
Statutory 

Result  of  service  of  notices  : — 

Number  of  houses  repaired — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority 


69 

47 
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Inspections  of  Slaughter-houses. 

Cases  of  diseased  animals  : 

Tubercular  disease  ...  ...  ...  3 


Disinfection  of  Infected  Houses. 

The  following  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 


been  disinfected 

Cancer 

1 

Tuberculosis 

7 

Diphtheria ... 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

Slaughter-houses. 

Registered. 

Licensed. 

1920 

3 

— 

Jan.,  1925 

3 

— 

Dec.,  1925 

3 

— 

H.  T.  SIDWELL. 
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Rural  Di&ridf  of  Hatfield. 

i\ 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  Area. 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (census  1921)  ... 

Population  (estimated,  1925) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ... 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  Value  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


23846 

8850 

8726 

2099 

2199 

^69,077 

^287 


The  population  of  the  district  is  mainly  agricultural  and 
industrial.  In  Hatfield  there  is  also  a large  railway  population. 
There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  the  district. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


Disease. 

I 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-pox 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

4 

nil 

Diphtheria  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

3 

nil 

Paratyphoid) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

nil 

nil 

Pneumonia  ... 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

nil 

Chicken-pox 

7 

nil 

nil 

Summary  of  Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  ended  at  31st  December,  1925. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1925 
and  Previous  Four  Years. 

Name  of  District : Hatfield  Rural. 


Year. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths 
under  1 year. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  net 
Births. 

1921 

8850 

205 

23*2 

89 

10-05 

9 

43*9 

1922 

8444 

130 

15-3 

74 

8-7 

6 

! 46-1 

1923 

8517 

171 

20-07 

68 

I 7-9 

nil 

' , 

1924 

8573 

144 

16-7 

95 

11-08 

7 

48 

1925 

8726 

146 

16.7 

92 

10.5 

5 

34 

Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  1925  and  Previous  4 Years. 


Year. 

Cancer. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

1921 

13 

6 

1922 

5 

4 

1923 

13 

1 

1924 

19 

3 

1925 

16 

6 

12 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

15 

1 

20 

1 

25 

1 

3 

I 

i 

35 

2 

2 

45 

1 

2 

2 

5j 

1 

. . < 

2 

65 

and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

5 

8 

3 

2 

5 

1 

l 

1 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  ended 
December  31st,  1925. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age 


Cause  of  Death 

2-3  weeks 

1-3  months 

. i.t  * 

6-9  months 

9-12  m’nths 

Pneumonia 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Atelectaris 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year 


{ 


Legitimate  M.  64,  F.  77,  Total  141. 
Illegitimate  M.  2,  F.  3,  Total  5. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of 


Legitimate  Infants  M.  4,  F.  1,  Total  5. 
Illegitimate  Infants  M.  nil  F.  nil. 


No  case  of  Ophthalma  Neonatorum  has  been  notified. 


W.  A.  Guest,  Hatfield  Press. 


.>  * 


